
36    Teaching  History 

Counterfactual history is necessary to gain a greater understanding of an event.

How do Ned Kelly’s murderous intentions at the 
Siege of Glenrowan support this statement?

Billi FitzSimons
Queenwood School

Synopsis

nevertheless useful.
 

a sense of inevitability of the past. Additionally, it 

external forces.
 

 

history serves a valuable role.

Essay

those that actually occurred.  The very root of the idea 
is to speculate upon what could have happened, in an 

the world is today is not the “only possible end point 
1 and hence counters the 

2, which was 

because it is unprovable, it is futile3. 

role of counterfactual history is clearly illustrated. 
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status include Australian historian Ian Jones, who has 

4

5

intended 

6. 

is the outlaw’s evil  Terry 

7 as it “would have been a 

8

9

10 Terry and 

fact that he failed in its execution. 

what could not

11

the entire population of Paris had suddenly sprouted 
12

is deduced that the basis for any counterfactual ‘what 

th, 1880, to the police, 

the Argus

13

Part of virtual history’s purpose is to view the past as 

14 Just as we can never be sure of 

15, 
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Thus, whilst it is necessary for the historian to analyse 
what did happen, no historical event should be seen 

and because 

an event. 

16

17

18 
19

However, those opposed to counterfactual history, such 

20

21

22 will inevitably lead 

23

24 Thus, 

had
didn’t

 he has been 

Australians, particularly those of rebellious disposition, 

25 

with our nations identity.  Turnbull asserted:

26

27 Hence, 

28

outlaw’s irrefutably violent disposition would have 
failed to be considered a characteristic favoured by our 
nation or a quality deemed the most desirable in the 
Australian conception of manhood.
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, that “no historian’s account 
29 as “history 

30

31.  

have chosen which facts they will .  For 

been, would have been used to support the interpretation 

character. And hence, the uses of counterfactual history 
is clearly relevant.  As proven, virtual history restores 

In conclusion, to understand the past as it actually was, 
it is critical to understand how it might have been.  

the possibility of alternative results, the outlaw has been 

narrow band of what happened to happen.
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